
Why keywords & Categories Matter
The right keywords can help you get _________  traffic. Ideally, some-•
one is browsing on Amazon for a book like yours. They search using a
particular _________. Your book comes up in the ______________.
They check it out and buy it. That’s the power of the right keywords.

The right categories support your book in becoming a bestseller. Rank-•
ing well in a relevant category lends ___________ to your book, helps
it ______________, and gives you ______________. And the differ-
ence between #1 in one category vs. another may be hundreds of
sales per day.

Criteria for Keywords
Your goal is to find 7 keywords that:

People who want books like yours are ______________, and•

Your book can ______ for•

A keyword that’s too ___________ does you no good, because your book
won’t be displayed for it. One that’s ___________________ does you no
good, because it’s not going to get your book in front of shoppers.
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Criteria for Categories
Your goal is to find up to 10 categories that:

Are ___________ to your book’s subject matter•

Include at least one category __________ with your expected sales•

Include at least one _________  category•

Ideally, represent more than one __________ category •

Are at the ___________  level of sub-category available •

When you set up your book in KDP, you can choose ____ categories right
there. However, if you contact customer service, you can request to have
your book placed in up to ____ categories. Here’s a video on how.

How to find Keywords
Free: Start typing potential keywords into the search bar in Amazon.•
Notice other words and phrases it suggests to auto-complete what
you’re typing. See what books come up for those keywords. Based on
their bestseller ranks, estimate the sales you’d need to be competitive.

Efficient: Use Publisher Rocket to find keywords. Sort them by number•
of Amazon searches. Pick the best 7 with a competition rating below
70.
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How to find Categories
Free
Get on Amazon and research categories that are relevant to your book. To
find the categories, scroll down to the product details for any book (fiction
or non-fiction—it’s the same for both) and click on one of its categories.

This will take you to the bestseller listing for that category. 

On the left side, you’ll see the complete hierarchy of all of the categories on
Amazon.
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To choose the categories that will be best for you, click through the hierar-
chy and note all of the categories that are relevant to your book. Always
choose the lowest-level sub-category you can find, because that will be
the easiest to rank in. 

For each of these candidate categories, click on the category to see its
bestseller listing. Then, for the #1 book and the #20 book, write down the
Amazon Best Sellers Rank.

Once you have the rankings for these books, you can translate them to es-
timated sales using the calculator here.

Efficient

Use Publisher Rocket to search for relevant categories for your book.•

Look at the sales for the #1 and #10 book in each category and com-•
pare it to your expected sales for your book.

Either way…
You can use the worksheet on the following page to track your candidate
categories, or you can use a spreadsheet.
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Category

Bestseller
ranking for
#1 book

Bestseller
ranking for
#20 book

Today's
sales for #1
book

Today's
sales for
#20 book

Example:

Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Business & Money > Business Life > Mentoring & Coaching 718 33605 127 9

Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Business & Money > Industries > Human Resources & Personnel Management 2354 28442 83 10

Enter yours here:



Resources
(include affiliate links)

Publisher Rocket•

More details on how to choose keywords•

How to add more categories•

Calculator to translate bestseller rank to sales•

If you’d like more support, we’re also offering a mastermind program after
the live challenge is over. It will include:

All of the recordings from the live challenge—yours to keep for the life-•
time of the program

Notes handouts (like this one but with all the blanks filled in) for quick•
reference as you work on your book

Weekly Q&A calls, so you can get your questions answered about your•
specific situation 

Weekly accountability check-ins to help you stay on track and beat•
procrastination, so you can have your book ready to re-launch for
Christmas, New Year’s, or in our community launch bonanza in Janu-
ary ($125 value)

Participation in our group launch, so you can multiply your impact with•
cross-promotions and group publicity (priceless!)

The program will start November 11. You can learn more here.
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